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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1953. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  was  estimated  as  5327  by  the 
Registrar  General  during  1953  ;  and  the  excess  of  births  (71)  over  deaths 
(58)  was  13,  which  represents  a  rate  of  natural  increase  of  2.4  per  1000 
population  during  the  year. 

There  were  71  births  (32  male  and  39  female)  which  gives  a  birth 
rate  of  16.2  per  1000  population  corrected  for  comparability.  The  birth 
rate  in  the  larger  and  smaller  towns  was  17.0  and  15.7  respectively  per 
1000  population  ;  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5  per 
1000.  The  birth  rate  for  the  administrative  county  was  16.4  in  1953. 

The  death  rate  based  on  58  deaths,  gave  a  corrected  rate  of  11.6 
per  1000  population.  The  greatest  age  at  death  in  the  Borough  during 
I953  was  88  years  for  males  and  96  years  for  females.  The  death  rate 
for  the  administrative  county  and  for  England  and  Wales  was  10.6  and 
1 1.4  respectively  in  1953,  while  the  same  rate  for  the  larger  towns  was 
12.2  and  for  the  smaller  towns  11.3  all  per  1000  population. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  (41)  at  65  years  and  over  was  71  per 
cent  of  the  total  deaths  (58)  giving  29  per  cent  for  17  female  deaths  over 
65  years  and  41  per  cent  for  the  24  male  deaths  in  the  same  age  grouping. 

These  58  deaths  included  four  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  ; 
two  of  these  were  from  congenital  defects,  one  from  prematurity,  and 
one  from  broncho-pneumonia.  These  four  deaths  represent  an  infant 
mortality  rate  of  56.3  per  1000  live  births. 
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The  average  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  the 
Borough  for  the  ten  year  period  1944-1953  was  four  which,  based  on 
73.8  mean  annual  live  births  give  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  54.2  per 
1000  live  births.  The  preceding  decennium  (1934-1943)  gave  a  mean 
annual  infant  mortality  rate  of  45.3  per  1000  live  births  based  on  a 
mean  of  2.9  infant  deaths  per  annum  and  64  mean  annual  live  births. 

The  infant  death  rate  has  varied  from  120  per  1000  live  births 
in  1946  to  o  in  1937  and  fluctuates  according  to  the  variation  in  the 
annual  number  of  both  infant  deaths  and  live  births,  and  these  figures 
are  in  any  event  comparatively  small,  and  any  inference  drawn  from 
them  is  less  reliable  on  statistical  grounds  than  an  index  based  on  a 
greater  number  of  both  live  births  and  infant  deaths. 

The  infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  26.8  in  1953 
and  for  the  larger  and  smaller  towns  respectively  30.8  and  24.3  all  per 
1000  live  births.  The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  administrative 
county  was  24.1  per  1000  live  births. 

Among  the  deaths  from  special  causes  during  1953  there  were 
nine  deaths  from  cancer,  five  from  pneumonia  and  influenza,  one  from 
tuberculosis,  and  one  from  bronchitis.  Proportional  mortality  rates 
for  the  principal  causes  of  death  give  22.4  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths 
for  heart  disease  other  than  coronary  disease  ;  cancer  15.5  per  cent  ; 
influenza,  pneumonia  and  bronchitis  together  12. 1  per  cent  ;  cerebral 
haemorrhage  12. 1  per  cent  ;  and  tuberculosis  1.7  per  cent. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  pregnancy  and  childbirth,  infective 
disease,  or  accident. 

Incidence  rates  per  1000  population  for  notifiable  diseases  during 
1953  in  the  Borough  were  :  measles  26.5  ;  whooping  cough  1.1  ;  pneu¬ 
monia  0.4  ;  and  scarlet  fever  0.2. 

The  corresponding  rates  for  the  same  diseases  in  England  and 
Wales  during  1953  were  :  measles  12.4  ;  whooping  cough  3.6  ;  pneu¬ 
monia  0.8  ;  scarlet  fever  1.4  ;  all  per  1000  population. 

No  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  poliomyelitis,  food 
poisoning,  or  other  bowel  diseases  during  the  year  in  the  Borough. 

Diphtheria  immunization  figures  for  1953  give  65  primary  inocu¬ 
lations  under  age  15  as  having  been  completed  during  the  year,  24  of 
which  were  under  one  year  old,  and  22  between  one  and  two  years  of 
age.  The  average  number  in  the  Borough  under  5  years  of  age  im¬ 
munized  against  diphtheria  during  the  last  ten  years  is  54. 

Other  relevant  data  are  to  be  found  in  the  body  of  the  report 
which  is  followed  by  the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my  col¬ 
leagues  at  all  times. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RODERICK  MACKAY. 
April,  1954.  Medical  Officer  of  Heath. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  R.  Mackay,  m.d.,  d.k.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  H.  C.  Yeoman,  m.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  T.  J.  Loveless  (Qualified  as  the 

holder  of  the  R.S.I.  certificates,  etc.) 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the 
other  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  Combined  Dis¬ 
tricts,  viz.  Amesbury  R.D.,  Pewsey  R.D.,  and  Marlborough  and  Rams- 
bury  R.D.,  and  is  responsible  for  the  public  health  duties  imposed  by 
statute  upon  his  office  ;  he  holds,  in  addition,  the  appointment  of  assist¬ 
ant  County  Medical  Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out,  on  behalf  of 
the  County  Council,  duties  in  connection  with  the  welfare  services  for 
which  it  is  mainly  responsible. 

The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  also  holds  the  office  of  Borough 
Surveyor  and  together  with  his  assistant  carries  out  within  the  Borough 
in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  statutory  duties, 
which  are  placed  upon  the  authority  generally  in  connection  with  the 
public  health. 

The  duties  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  satisfactorily  integrated. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  of  the  Borough  Council,  but  there  is  a  separate 
committee  for  housing  and  one  for  waterworks  and  sewerage. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1496 

Population  mid-1953,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 

General  ....  ....  ....  Total  5327 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  I534 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1953  : — 

By  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  9 

By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 

Rateable  Value .  £ 399 60 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate  .  £160 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births 

.32 

39 

71 

Legitimate 

3i 

37 

68 

Illegitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Still  Births 

1 

2 

3 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

Live  Birth  Rate  .... 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

16.2 

I5-5 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

Death  Rate  (corrected) . 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .... 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

32 

26 

58 
11. 6 
11. 4 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1000  live  births 
Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

1 

1 

56-3 

26.8 

NOTE  : 

The  number  of  births,  still-births,  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1953  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers. 


BIRTH  RATE,  INFANT  DEATH  RATE,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE, 

1953 


Marlborough 

A  dministr  alive 

England 

Borough 

County 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 

16.2 

16.4 

I5-5 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.)  .... 
Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 

11. 6 

10.6 

11.4 

year  (per  1000  live 
births)  .... 

56.3 

24.1 

26.8 

Death  Rates — Special  Causes 

(per  1000  popn.)  : —  .... 
Tuberculosis  .... 

0.2 

O.I 

0.2 

Cancer  .... 

1.7 

1.6 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.9 

0.6 

o-5 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH,  1944  1953 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  the  Borough 
during  1953  was  154  including  3  in  respect  of  tuberculosis.  Measles 
accounted  for  141  of  the  notified  diseases,  whose  greatest  incidence 
was  at  ages  2-10  years  of  age  (132  notifications)  86  were  notified  in 
March  and  23  in  June.  There  were  no  deaths  from  infective  diseases 
recorded  in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Two  notifications  were  received  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  one  for  the  non-respiratory  form  of  the  disease.  There  was 
one  death  from  lung  tuberculosis. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1953 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  VACCINATION 


These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s 
department  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  welfare  clinics,  and  at  schools 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the  County 
medical  staff,  and  by  general  practitioners  who  also  perform  all  vac¬ 
cinations  against  smallpox  on  a  patient-doctor  basis  by  arrangement. 

The  County  Medical  Officer’s  department  notifies  mothers  when 
the  infant  is  three  months  old,  and  Health  Visitor  ‘  follow  up  ’  acts  as 
a  further  stimulus,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  consent  is  withheld, 
and  to  supplement  information  about  infants  who  may  have  been  vac¬ 
cinated  but  not  recorded  and  so  on.  Birth  notifications  are  used  as  a 
basis  for  conducting  this  enquiry,  and  the  register  is  kept  up  to  date 
by  record  cards  returned  by  the  family  doctor,  supplemented  by  the 
Health  Visitors’  enquiries. 

Despite  these  comprehensive  arrangements  which  work  well 
enough  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  immunization,  vaccination  numbers 
remain  low,  due  undoubtedly  to  apathy  and  in  some  cases  even  to  anti¬ 
pathy,  but  probably  mostly  to  lack  of  appreciation  that  smallpox  is 
even  a  deadlier  disease  than  diphtheria  and  that  only  adequate  im¬ 
munization  and  vaccination  can  keep  them  both  effectively  in  control. 

Of  the  7 1  children  born  in  the  Borough  during  1953,  only  24 
were  immunized  before  one  year  of  age.  The  number  immunized  be¬ 
tween  1  and  5  years  was  34  and  that  between  5  and  15  years  7.  as 
total  number  primarily  immunized  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  The 

65- 

There  were  in  addition  58  re-inoculations.  The  total  immunized 
population  under  15  years  of  age  is  estimated  at  956  and  the  majority 
of  these  were  inoculated  in  the  age  groups  5  to  9  years  (357)  and  10  to 
14  years  (409). 

Diphtheria  immunizations  carried  out  during  the  last  ten  years 
are  as  follows  : — 

Age  Year 


( Y  ears) 

1944 

'45 

■46 

’47 

-48 

49 

’50 

■51 

’52 

53 

Total 

Under  5 

49 

80 

62 

53 

54 

36 

36 

65 

50 

58 

543 

5-15 

9 

7 

10 

63 

13 

8 

22 

25 

18 

7 

182 

58 

87 

72 

116 

67 

44 

58 

90 

68 

65 

725 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  for  1953  in  the  Borough  give  a 
total  of  61  in  the  first  year  of  life,  of  which  60  were  primary  vaccinations. 
There  were  71  births  in  1953.  The  numbers  vaccinated  primarily  over 
the  age  of  one  year  are  negligible  ;  69  were  re-vaccinated  at  ages  15 
years  and  over. 
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HOUSING 


Steady  progress  was  maintained  during  1953  with  the  Council’s 
housing  programme,  details  of  which  are  set  out  in  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a  proportion  of  the  completed  housing  ac¬ 
commodation  was  set  aside  for  the  needs  of  old  people,  and  also  that 
the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  the  Common  camp  are  being 
eliminated. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  water  supply  continued  to  be  adequate  in  quantity 
and  quality  during  1953,  and  the  measures  put  in  hand  by  the  Council 
to  prevent  wastage  have  been  increasingly  successful. 

All  necessary  steps  are  taken  to  ensure  the  purity  of  the  supply. 


FOOD  SUPERVISION 

In  general  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  connection  with  the  sale 
of  food  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  Periodic  visits  are  made 
in  respect  of  food  premises  including  dairies  and  meat  shops. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


I 

REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN— 1953 

M 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

F 

1 

Total 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other  .... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  .... 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

2 

3 

11 

„  ,,  lung-bronchus 

2 

— 

2 

12 

,,  ,,  breast  .... 

— 

2 

2 

13 

,,  „  uterus  .... 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

— 

2 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Diabetes  .... 

— 

— 

— 

^7 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

....  4 

3 

7 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

....  3 

3 

6 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

20 

Other  heart  disease 

....  4 

4 

8 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

....  4 

1 

5 

22 

Influenza  . 

— 

1 

1 

23 

Pneumonia  .... 

2 

3 

5 

24 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

1 

25 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  .... 

— 

— 

— 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis.... 

— 

— 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

— 

— 

— 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

3i 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

....  3 

4 

7 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

34 

All  other  accidents  . 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total  all  causes  32  26  58 
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BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1953 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on  the 
work  carried  out  by  this  Department.  The  tables  and  statistics  are 
set  out  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/54  dated 
12th  January,  1954. 

Once  again  I  have  to  report  a  change  in  the  staff  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  Mr.  Rowsell  left  in  July,  and  was  replaced  by  Mr.  T.  J. 
Loveless  in  October.  For  two  months,  therefore,  the  Council  were 
without  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  consequently  the  number 
of  inspections  is  lower  than  usual. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  YEOMAN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

1  The  Green, 

Marlborough. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 


During  the  year  406  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tors.  Those  listed  as  Surveyor’s  Duties  relate  to  work  in  connection 
with  the  Building  Byelaws.  The  visits  are  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supply  .... 

....  20 

Drainage 

....  22 

Moveable  Dwellings  .... 

....  8 

Factories 

....  18 

Refuse  Disposal 

....  3 

Rodent  Control 

....  21 

Petroleum  . 

....  48 

Housing 

....  24 

Verminous  Premises  .... 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

....  6 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

....  42 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

....  31 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

....  8 

Surveyor’s  Duties 

--  153 

406 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


General  information  : 

Food  Premises  in  the  Borough. 

Type  No. 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  _  ....  ....  6 

Butchers  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ....  ....  ....  9 

Grocers  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

Greengrocers  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Fishmongers  Shops  ....  .  3 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

(9  of  which  hold  catering  licences) 

Food  Premises  registered  uncer  Section  14,  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ....  ....  ....  20 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ....  1  ( Discontinued ) 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Sausages  or 

Preserved  Food  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Fish  and  Chips  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


25 


Premises  registered  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 
Dairies  ....  ....  -•  •  -  ••••  ....  ....  3 
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FOOD  PREMISES 

31  visits  were  made  to  various  Food  Premises,  including  Rest¬ 
aurants,  Cafes,  Bakehouses  and  Dairies.  The  general  standard  of  food 
hygiene  remains  high,  and  no  statutory  action  was  necessary  against 
Food  Traders. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  following  foods  were  condemned  during  the  year 


Vegetables 

23  lbs. 

Fruit 

313  lbs. 

Meat 

53  lbs. 

Soup 

29  lbs. 

Fish 

2  lbs. 

Milk 

19  lbs. 

439  lbs. 

Tinned  Goods  (as  list  above) 
Sweets 

Meat  and  Offal 


439  lbs. 
148  lbs. 
418  lbs. 


1005  lbs. 


All  foods  condemned  are  voluntarily  surrendered  and  taken  to 
the  Council’s  refuse  tip  for  burial. 

FACTORIES 

18  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  Factories 
Act,  mainly  in  connection  with  sanitary  conveniences  and  means  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire.  The  Factories  Register  has  now  been  completely 
revised  and  brought  up  to  date. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  has  continued  satis¬ 
factorily,  and  the  Disposal  at  Porthelds  has  given  rise  to  no  nuisance 
or  complaint.  Due  to  the  availability  of  covering  material  only  a  small 
face  of  refuse  is  exposed,  and  this  readily  facilitates  control.  The  sal¬ 
vage  of  waste  paper,  rags  and  metals  has  continued  satisfactorily. 

HOUSING 

The  Council  has  continued  to  make  good  progress  on  the  St. 
Margaret’s  Mead  Estate,  and  during  the  year  completed  : — 

8  Traditional  Houses 

12  Traditional  Bungalows  (for  old  People) 

18  Non-Traditional  Houses 
2  Shops  and  Flats 

The  total  number  of  post-war  houses  now  rises  to  146  Permanent 
and  20  Temporary.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  a  further  34 
houses  under  construction. 
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Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  with  the  housing  of  ten¬ 
ants  from  the  Common  Camp  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  12  families 
remained.  These  remaining  huts  are  in  a  deplorable  condition. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  1  Statutory  and  9  informal 
notices  were  served.  All  informal  notices  were  complied  with,  and  in 
the  case  of  the  Statutory  Notice,  work  has  commenced.  No  Demo¬ 
lition  or  Closing  Orders  under  the  Housing  Acts  were  applied  during 
the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Water  Supply  to  the  Town  continues  to  be  of  excellent 
quality  and  ample  supplies  exist.  The  Borough  are  now  supplying 
water  in  bulk  to  the  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.C.  Samples 
for  both  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Analysis  are  taken  at  regular 
intervals.  The  Council’s  campaign  to  combat  waste  is  proving  very 
successful  and  despite  many  new  additions  to  the  mains,  the  rate  of 
consumption  continues  to  fall. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  taken  place  on  the  St. 
Margaret’s  Mead  Estate  and  on  a  private  estate  at  Manton.  The  Dis¬ 
posal  Works  are  now  decidedly  over-loaded,  and  the  Consulting  En¬ 
gineers  have  been  instructed  to  report  on  the  necessary  alterations. 
During  the  year  a  new  Pumping  Plant  was  installed  at  Manton. 

PETROLEUM 

26  Premises  are  licensed  to  store  Petroleum  Spirit,  the  same 
number  as  last  year.  48  visits  were  paid  to  these  establishments. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  work  of  Rodent  Control  is  now  carried  out  with  a  member 
of  the  Borough  Staff  under  the  direct  control  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector. 
The  number  of  complaints  has  increased  but  the  use  of  Warfarin  makes 
treatment  less  difficult  and  far  more  effective  than  with  the  poisons 
previously  used.  Free  treatment  is  given  to  private  premises,  but  a 
charge  is  made  for  Business  premises. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  number  of  licensed  Moveable  Dwellings  in  the  district  has 
increased  slightly  to  5.  All  are  licensed  individually,  and  there  remains 
no  licensed  site. 
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